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Editorial.............

The International Day for Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR)is an opportunity to
acknowledge the progress being made toward

reducing disaster risk and losses in lives,
livelihoods and health. Disasters impact low- and

middle-income  countries  disproportionately,

e T e particularly in terms of mortality, numbers of
INTERNATIONAL DAY
FOR DISASTER REDUCTION
REDUCING ECONOMIC LOSSES losses (as a percentage of GDP) and damage to

critical infrastructure. We cannot eradicate

people injured, displaced and homeless, economic

poverty and hunger if we don’t step up investments in disaster risk reduction. United Nations
General Assembly for a day to promote a global culture of risk-awareness and disaster reduction. Held
every 13 October, the day celebrates how people and communities around the world are reducing their
exposure to disasters and raising awareness about the importance of reining in the risks that they face.
It is also at the local level that capacities need to be strengthened urgently. Sudden onset disasters
displace millions of people every year. Disasters, many of which are exacerbated by climate change,
have a negative impact on investment in sustainable development and the desired outcomes.
International cooperation for developing countries through Official Development Aid (ODA) and
capacity building is essential to boost disaster resilience in the face of extreme weather events and
other natural and man-made hazards. DRR is a part of sustainable development, so it must
involve every part of society, government, non-governmental organizations and the professional
and private sector. It therefore requires a people-centred and multi-sector approach, building
resilience to multiple, cascading and interacting hazards and creating a culture of prevention
and resilience.
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